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How much is there at INEEL?
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Where is it going to go?
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All’s waste that ends waste
Because of changes in waste classifications and gaps
in record keeping, estimates of transuranic waste
buried at INEEL in pits and trenches prior to 1970 are
rough at best. It’s also unclear how much soil in the
area may be contaminated to the point it qualifies as
transuranic waste. Various publications have estimated
the combined volume of transuranic and alpha-
contaminated low-level waste buried in the RWMC
anywhere from 57,000 to 186,000 m3. The higher
estimates make an attempt to include potential
volumes of contaminated soil. More accurate esti-
mates can only be determined by further investigation
of actual conditions of the pits and trenches.

     Estimates for transuranic waste stored above-
ground at RWMC also vary. However, there is still
some uncertainty because the classification of
transuranic and alpha-contaminated low-level waste
changed after the waste was created. While the total
above-grade waste volume is 65,000 m3, estimates for
the transuranic portion range from 35,000 to 39,000
m3, and corresponding estimates of alpha contami-
nated low-level waste range from 30,000 to 26,000 m3.

     Of the 65,000 m3, approximately 52,000 m3 (80%)
is in drums and boxes stacked on an asphalt pad and
covered with soil to form an earthen-covered berm.
A metal building encloses this berm. Approximately
13,000 m3 of the waste (20%) is stacked and can
be readily inspected in adjacent RCRA-permitted
facilities.
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drill
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drill

State permit finally in hand,
WIPP finally gets cracking
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Hanford waste travels Idaho highways
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INEEL
waste bound
for WIPP
65,322 m3

Hanford
waste bound
for WIPP
28,278 m3

INEEL and Hanford waste bound for WIPP
As of December 2, 2000, WIPP has received 121 shipments. Five were from
Hanford, and 28 were from INEEL.
     According to current estimates, INEEL will send more than twice as much
waste to WIPP than Hanford. The amount INEEL sends may change. Cleanup
activities dealing with waste buried at INEEL will likely change estimates for
transuranic waste.
     In addition, upcoming decisions for treatment and
disposal of high-level waste may result in separation of
high-level waste. If that occurs, the parts contaminated
with transuranic elements may be sent to WIPP.
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